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Webinar provides community providers with
understanding of Agent Orange,

how its exposure affects Veteran well-being,
conditions to screen for and make recommendations
to improve health outcomes. #

Stay Well!

Vicki Eatmon

Voluntary Service

Interested in supporting our Veterans during the COVID-19 Pandemic?

Check out our Amazon Wish List: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/Is/CPSTO6EXM20F?
ref=cm sw em r wl dp 4SBavVXYBDzcl

Western North Carolina VA Health Care System
1100 Tunnel Road
Asheville, NC 28805

828-298-7911 ext 4117
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Fwd: COVID Update

Guy Fisk <gfisk575@gmail.com>
Mon 2/1/2021 10:23 AM

To: Vernon Vavrina <Vernon.Vavrina@marist.edu>
m) 3 attachments (2 MB)
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Vernon

please put onour web site and distribute what you want to Imembers
thanks

Guy

Covid update

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Eatmon, Vicki ASHVAMC <Vicki.Eatmon@va.gov>

Date: Fri, Jan 29, 2021 at 3:26 PM

Subject: COVID Update '
To:

WASHINGTON — This year, the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) commemorates 75 years of the
Veterans Health Administration (VHA).

Originally_established in 1946 as the Department of
Medicine & Surgery to care for Veterans returning from
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World War I, VHA has evolved to meet the unique challenges and care needs of Veterans from
every era and at every stage of their lives.

“As we celebrate this historic milestone, we are presented with an opportunity to share VHA’s
rich history while looking toward our next chapter as a learning organization that is committed to
continuous improvement,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “It is also a fitting occasion to
recognize the extraordinary efforts of VHA staff and volunteers during the COVID-19 pandemic,
which is just the latest example of VHA's long-standing commitment to providing care to
Veterans whenever and however they need it.”

Over the past 75 years, VHA has made vast and wide-reaching contributions to improve the
health of Veterans and the entire nation by providing services and technologies that have
changed the way health care providers across the country practice medicine:

e Aimost 70% of the country’s health care providers receive medical training at a VHA facility. The skills

and knowledge they learn from VHA are implemented in hospitals and clinics across the country.

*  VHA performed the first successful liver transplani, developed the picoline patch and Hepatitis C

medication, invented the first cardiac pacemaker, and paved the way in the field of pain management.

* VHA leads the nation in telehealth services, with over 900,000 Veterans using these services in FY19,
and increasing telehealth by 1,180% during the COVID-19 pandemic.

e  More than 60% of VA researchers also provide direct patient care. Their work has resulted in three

Nobel prizes, seven Lasker awards, and numerous other national and international honors. VA currently has

more than 7,000 active research projects focused on improving the lives of Veterans.

To celebrate throughout this year, VA is hosting various events and campaigns to highlight
VHA's long-standing commitment to putting Veterans at the center of the care experience, its
world-class, mission-driven health care professionals, and its contributions to medical science.

Learn more information about VHA's 75th anniversary.
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Connecting Veterans to

Telehealth Care

Many Veterans are turning to telehealth to access care
from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. But for

Veterans living in rural areas or for those that may
have limited broadband connectivity, VA telehealth £
services can be difficult to access. That's why VA is £ :
working to bridge this digital divide and

ans can access VA telehealth

e 15%
Digital Divide Consult

Id benefit from video telehealtt of Veteran households
do not have an
internet connection,

Federal Communications
Commission, 2019
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VA Internet-Connected Devices

If you doen't have a device with internet access;
VA can lend you an intemet-connected IPad
50 you can reach your VA care team thiough
teleheaith. The Digital Divide Consult can help
determing if you are eligible.

if you participate in the US. Department
of Hotsing and Urban Development -
VA Supportive Housing Program,
you can receive a smatiphone
for teleheaith care if you
don't have a mobiié phone,

Telehealth Sites in Your Community
Through the Accessing Telehealth through
Local Area Stations (ATLAS) program, VA and
its partners are offering comfortable, private
spaces at select focations for Veterans to

have video appointments with VA providers.
VA has teamed up with public and private
organizations including The American Legion,
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Philips, and Walmart
to bring telehealth to locations in communities
across the country. To see if there is an ATLAS
site near you, visit connectedcare.va.gov/
partners/atias

®
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Free Mobile Connectivity
for Telehealth

Safelink by TracFone, T-Mobile, and
Verizon enable Veteran subscribers to
use VA Video Connect without data
charges while on their networks: This
gives you easy access tayour VA care
teafn without having to worry about
data fees

Contact your cellular data service
provider for more infarmation. To learn
more about VA Video Connedt, visit
mobile.va.gov/app/va-video-connect

Broadband and Digital Skills i
Programs in Rural Areas

VA is partnering with Microsoft’s Airband
Initiative to establish or enhance
broadband connectivity in select rural
areas. The Airband Initiative also offers
free digital skills classes to Veterans. To
learn more about Microsoft Airband,
visit microsoft.com/corporate-
responsibility/airband.
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Internet and Phone Service Discounts

ederal Communications Commissions

ubsidizes the cost of home

ne service, Many Veterans

are eligible for FCC Lifeline benefits, including

Veterans with lower incomes and Visterans who

participate in the following federal programs:

«  Medicaid

«  Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program {SNAP}

» Supplemental Security Income

= Federal Public Housing Assistance

«  Veterans Pension and Survivors Benefit
»  Tribal programs and residents of federally
recognized tribal lands

To see if you qualify, call 800-234-9473
between Yam, ~ 9 pm. Eastern or visit

lifelinesupport.org

& VA Telehealth

Speak with your VA
provider to see if
VA telehealthisa
good fit for your
care needs. To
learn more, visit
telehealth.va.gov.

VA
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Acting VA Senior Leadership Announcement
With the inauguration of President Joseph Biden January 20, VA
like other federal agencies will undergo some transitional
administrative and operational changes. Currently, President-
Biden has nominated Denis McDonough to run Veterans Affairs, but
the position requires Senate confirmation. Mr. McDonough
formnesty served as White House Chief of Staff from 2013 to 2017.
in the interim, the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) today
released the names of current senior career executives who will perform the duties of senior
department leadership in Acting capacities until additional Biden administration appointees are .
confirmed and swom in. They include the following:

*  Secretary {Acting) - Dat P Tran, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Enterprise
Integration

« Deputy Secretary (Acting) - Carolyn M. Clancy, MD, Assistant Undersecretary for Health,
Discovery, Education and Affiliate Networks.

* Under Secretary for Health (Acting) - Richard Stone, MD, Principal Deputy Under Secretary
for Health

«  Under Secretary for Benefits {Acting) - Thomas Murphy, Director Northeast District,
Veterans Benefits Administration

+  Under Secretary for Memorial Affairs (Acting) - Ron Walters, Principal Deputy Under
Secretary for Memorial Affairs.

+ General Counsel (Acting) - Richard Hipolit, Deputy General Counsel, Veterans' Programs.

* Assistant Secretary Information & Technology/Chief Information Officer (Acting) -

Dominic Cussatt, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Information & Technology/Deputy
Chief Information Officer (C10)

* Assistant Secretary Enterprise Integration (Acting) - John Medve, Executive Director for
Policy and Interagency Collaboration, Office of Enterprise Integration. i

» Assistant Secretary Congressional and Legislative Affairs (Acting) - Glenn Johnson,
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Congressional and Legislative Affairs

* Assistant Secretary Accountability and Whistleblower Protection {Acting) — Hansel
Cordeiro, Executive Director for Investigations, Office of Accountability and Whistieblower
Protection

« Principal Executive Director for Acquisition, Logistics, and Construction (Acting) —
Phillip Christy, Deputy Principal Executive Director Office of Acquisition, Logistics &
Construction

+  Chief Veterans Experience Officer (Acting) - Barbara Morton, Deputy Chief Veterans
Experience Officer
In addition. Jon Rychalski, Assistant Secretary for Management/Chief Financial Officer; and
Cheryl L. Mason, Chairman of the Board of Veterans’ Appeals. and Michael .J. Missal, Inspector
General, will continue serving in their current positions within the Department.

Community providers: Learn about Agent Orange and caring for Vietnam-era
Veterans
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